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About This Publication

The town of Agui has a long history. To date, the oldest known document to mention it is a wooden strip excavated from the ruins of Fujiwara-kyo that
reads “Agui, Chita no Kohori, September 12, 694.”

During the Nara period, a law was enacted that required place names to be good names with two characters, so the spelling of Agui was revised, but
the pronunciation remained unchanged. Since that time, the course of history has led to many changes. During the Meiji era, the 16 villages of the rice-
growing Agui Valley became known as Agui Village, and on January 1, 1953, it was incorporated as Agui Town. I was surprised to learn that the name of
this settlement (administrative unit) has remained unchanged for over 1,300 years with the same pronunciation of “Agui,” and I feel the sense of pride and
attachment to Agui that the townspeople have inherited from my ancestors.

The History of Agui, published in 1994, was a digest version of the town magazine created as a compilation of material from the town magazine going back
to 1983. It was intended to be an easy-to-understand summary of Agui’s history and cultural heritage for the general public. A quarter of a century has
since passed without any revisions to that book. However, with the end of the Heisei period and the beginning of the new Reiwa period, we have taken the
opportunity to publish a new overview of Agui that covers events that have occurred over a span of more than 1,300 years as well as the town’ s attractions,
in the form of a booklet titled A Guide to Agui.

Proud townsfolk who are attached to their town are a driving force behind community development. It is my hope that by picking up this booklet, you will
become more aware of the treasures of our town, develop a deeper appreciation for it, and participate more actively in urban and community development.
My hope is that this will foster a new sense of civic pride with the understanding that you yourself have a role to play in making our town a better place.

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to the hard-working members of the research committee and to all the people who have cooperated with our
efforts to get to this point despite restrictions on surveys and meetings due to the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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