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A Chrysanthemum Festival that Reflects
an Artisan’s Heart
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In Japan, the chrysanthemum represents autamn.

The variety of sizes, shapes,and colors touch out hearts.
These earnestly raised chrysanthemums fill the exhibition site
with smiles.
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Mesmerizing Flowers
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The “hanakatsumi” is a mysterious flower, once thought

to be extinct, that has been mentioned by many poets

since the days of the Manyoshu. It’s said it was

transplanted from Hoki (today the Midwestern part of
Tottori Prefecture) to Kusagi Shimoyoshiike. Legend has

it that during the Battle of Okehazama, Tokugawa leyasu’s

birth mother Odai no kata, noting that the term “to win”
(katsu) made up part of the name “hanakatsumi,” offered

them on the altar. Today, the Hanakatsumi Preservation

Society raises blossoms that charm people every year.
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Hanakatsumi that Brings the Change
of the Seasons
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The mysterious blossoms of the hanakatsumi make for a season only
we can enjoy. Its name does not appear on a calendar of blossoms, nor

is it a seasonal word in poetry. But that is precisely why its blossoming |
is the season only we can enjoy in Agui Town.
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127: Cherry Blossoms
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Ah 7; D % TE @ Everyone’s Chrysanthemum Festival
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Every year, around Culture Day (Nov. 3), the Everyone’s Chrysanthe-

mum Festival is held in Agui Town. It includes many awards, foremost
among them the Prime Minister’s Award. This collaborative, popular
event, in which anyone can participate, began in 1980, and in 1987 it
was recognized as the top citizen participation chrysanthemum festival
in Japan in the National Land Agency’s supervising director’s “Book
of No. Is in Cities, Towns & Villages.” Today, the festival has widened
from a focus on the Chrysanthemum Association, organized by
chrysanthemum fanciers, to include students, organizations, and
businesses, as well as many generations, from children to the elderly.
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