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The Fireflies, Glowing Symbol of the Town
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their success i
eir success; they have become a glittering symbol of the town
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Agui’s Fireflies
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cent organs even while still a R . .
Nocturnal fireflies such as
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compound eyes.

Firefly Distribution Survey
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Studen};ﬁ:ar, eviryone in the town, starting with primary school
s, works together to undertake a sur
i ! el vey to count
number of Heike fireflies in town and their distrib}:ltion F
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Males can fly about 1 to 3 meters
off the ground, while females only
fly 10 to 20 cm high.
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An enzyme called luciferase acts on a luminescent compound inside the
firefly called luciferin, causing an oxidation that produces light. The
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The female lays 50 to 100 eggs at a time, along
the roots of grasses Or in moss in rice paddies
or along riversides. The eggs are about 0.6 mm
in size, and they incubate for 2 to 3 weeks.
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11H B 2‘l';h:, hatched larvae avoid light and
enter the water. They molt, shedding
their skin four times, reaching the
final larval stage (stage 5).
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Sightings reported this year
(2013 survey)
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/\gu'! Town’s fireflies are an essential barometer of the town’s natural health.

Agul Town sal abitat of the Heike firefly (Luciola lateralis), the most populous firefly in Japan along
with the Genji firefly” (Luciola cruciata). Fireflies inhabit areas near standing water, such as rice addieas
or wetlands, and when they glow they look like twinkling stars. h ’ )
They can be seen for about one month, from mid-June k;mid—luly.

ng, climb up onto Jand.

About 10 days after climl

From around the end of May, the larvae, now 15 to 20 mm lo;

bing onto the land, the larva becomes & pupa. Most pupae

M

The fireflies continue to grow wings durin

from mid-June t0 mid-July. The male is al
about 12 mm. At night, they fly around
for about one week to mate and reproduce.

then wait several centimeters deep in the soil to grow wings.
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g their mature period, for a good month
bout 10 mm long, while the female is
rice paddies emitting pale lights. They live
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