Hiﬁt% Buddhist Rites for Insects
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The Buddhist prayers chanted to pray for the insects sacrificed in the fields during the
growing and harvest of rice and vegetables are said to have begun as a custom in folk

religion around the end of the Heian Period, performed every year on the Autumn Equinox.

Today the 13 di of Agui Town take turns carrying out the ceremony, and the district
whose turn it is ar to prepare for the day of the ceremony by conducting events
such as the kanboshi and doyoboshi. (Prefectural Intangible Folk Cultural Property)
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It is said that during the wide-ranging pilgrimage of the

Buddhist missionary Kukai, he was surprised at how similar
the scenery of Chita was to that of Shikoku, lending it the
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hometown of one of the founders of the fifst three temples
on the Chita Shikoku sacred ground, Okato Hanzo. Agui
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Continuously Inherited
Traditions and Heart of Culture
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Ancient times live on here. Learn them subtly,
and feel a serene composure of ancient times.

Eli\j(@ji Odai no kata

N REDEBE LT IR E AR
B DFEEL T, B R AR WL
YT BT A I, KR AEH15
EHESLELI2. 20 %. 7 B O A
TREDBFHLR T OEMEEIR-7224E
PRI TEARAR 3k T L E L 720 i 5213 B
AR E B DEFTIC A MShTnET,

As the birth mother of Tokugawa Ieyasu and
the wife of Hisamatsu Toshikatsu, the lord of
Sakabe Castle, Odai was a woman who not
only survived but thrived in turbulent times.
She lived in Agui for 15 years after giving
birth to Ieyasu. Then, two years after Ieyasu
won the Battle of Sekigahara and solidified his
power over the entire country, she passed away
at Fushimi Castle in Kyoto. A lock of her hair
is preserved at the Tounin cemetery in Agui.
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Standing image of The Immovable
(Acalanatha Vidya-raja)
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Carved out of a wood and standing 125 cm
tall, this image bears a mark in India ink
reading, “Repaired in Bunei 11 [1274].” It’s
said that the image was renovated then as
part of the townspeople’s prayers on the
occasion of the Mongolian invasion. It was
created in the late Fujiwara Era. (Prefectural
Designated Cultural Property, Heisen
Temple Depository.)

Town has five temples on the route: from No. 13, Itayama
Anraku Temple, to No. 17, Takaoka Kannon Temple.
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Ishizakayama Renkei Temple belongs to the Otani sect of Shinshu Buddhism,
and the main gate in the earthen wall opening onto the main hall was the first
designated tangible cultural property in the town. The hall itself was
completed in Bunka 8 (1811). The interior is divided into a nave, an inner
temple, and a great hall. At the heart of the inner temple is
the principal image of Buddha, the Amitabha Tathagata.
Look up to see a vast ceiling in a rare architectural style
known as a double-layered raised coffered ceiling. This
architectural style still bears the name of
Yokomatsu, the carpenter with a deep )
connection to the construc- T L
tion of the Chita area’s -
floats used in festivals. As
a carpenter specializing in
Shinto shrines and
Buddhist temples, Yokom-
atsu possessed extremely
advanced wood-only
construction techniques.
(National Designated
Tangible Cultural
Property.)
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