I .

Insect Memorial Service
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Insect Memorial Service is said to have
begun in the Heian period, to appreciate
the bugs that had to be sacrificed for
farming. Currently there are 13 districts
that host the ceremony in rotation every
fall. To feel sadness even over a small
insect’s life, is the ethnic belief of the
Agui people.

. 13& REFmw 148& EEF Em
Z. ZQ) :I 13th Anraku Temple 14th Koushou Temple

(Itayama) (Fukusumi)

158 AZER oz 168 FRF wmm)

15th Touun-in (Sakabe) 16th Heisen Temple

(Mukuoka)
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Chita Shikoku Holy Ground
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When Kobo-Daishi Kukai was traveling the country and passed through Chita,
he was surprised that the scenery was similar to Shikoku. Founded by three
men including Hanzo Okado from Fukusumi, it welcomed its 200th birthday
this year. Among the 88 temples of the Temple Pilgrimage of Shikoku, 5 are in
our town.
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The Homeland Passed Down from One Generation to Another.
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Let yourself surrender to the traditions passed down for generations. BYEsh- BEMICEALEE115cm . _
You will learn to appreciate your existence and your everyday life. DB DI - (RIEEXARH - FRFR) IRAR®D75  odainokata
Made in the 11th Century, Heian Period in H - T VT A BIHREOERTHY RICHALERE . AMRBOELLTEEEESR

Japan, it was color corrected in 1274. The WERADT  BAERRIRFIRKICE S HEE ISR I REE TER.
115cm (approx. 4ft) tall statue is realistic

and powerful. (Prefecturally-designated leyasu Tokugawa'’s birth mother who later married Toshikatsu Hisamatsu, the

cultural property/Stored in Heisen Temple) N7 A heat of §uiastle. The portrait of Qdaino Kata painted by Aya Yasuzawa i
XNIDI | wn 11 Y.
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The white mizuhiki (Japanese ancient art form
using specially made cords) is called Miyazu-
kitagumidashi, while the mizuhiki with the black
background and golden dragon that looks as if it's
about to jump out is called Miyazunanshadashi.
Both mizuhikis are used for Atsuta shrine’s festival.
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Every April, 4 districts participate in the energetic march of 5 floats. The
floats which are town-designated cultural properties carved with
beautiful, detailed decorations and ornamented with luxurious
mizuhiki, are moving artifacts. It is a festival celebrating our history,
tradition, bond, and pride.
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Deepening the Bond: A Time
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The dashi, or the float, of Hagi was sculpted by the
famous dashi sculptor, Ichimon Horitsune. The
district of Hagi has many narrow streets and hills.
The large float carried by the townspeople coming
down from Ooyamazumi shrine is a sight to see.
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The “rikijin”, or the God of Strength depicted on
the Daigonehachiman Shrine Float is powerful.
At night, 108 lanterns that hang from the floats
are lit giving the festival a spiritual feel.
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when Bravery and Fantasy Comes Together
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With the energetic march of the Dashi (festival floats) comes spring, while the lantern

march and bonfire brings a sense of summer. During festivals, people come together as
one while being a part of the Japanese tradition.
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The float of Yoko shrine is Horitsune's early work.
Yokomatsu district once produced many major shrine
builders; they were the ones building the sacred floats
for the Chita area. Strong voices from our residents
revived the float march in the district in 1992.
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A festival held at Tsushima shrine at the end of July every year. It is said to have originated from
a ritual called mushiokuri (a ritual from the Edo period that was performed to prevent bug
infestation that destroys crops) and is celebrated with many bonfires along the embankment.
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