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Every year centering around Japan’s National Culture Day, the town hosts a chrysanthemum
festival. 3000 pots are chosen out of the chrysanthemums grown with care by the townspeople to
be displayed. In 1987 the National Land Agency issued the “Best of Japanese Cities, Towns, and
Villages”; our festival was rated best among the public participating chrysanthemum festivals.
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The story of Agui Town'’s Chrysanthemum Festival started in the fall of 1979 during a Cultural Festival
celebration. As the mayor made his commencement speech and mentioned the Japanese saying
“Culture Day surrounded with chrysanthemums”, the town realized there were no chrysanthemums to
be found. So the town started cultivating chrysanthemum, and the very first Chrysanthemum Festival
took place in November of the following year. Today, members of the Chrysanthemum Association and
volunteers from various schools, organizations, and businesses grow our town'’s chrysanthemums.
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The festival has received 60 awards including the Prime Minister Award, the Minister for Internal Affairs and
Communications Award, the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology Award, the

Minister of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries Award, the Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry Award, and
the Minister of Environment Award (in 2008). m





